
GREEN  CLEANING  & 40 Y EARS  OF  EARTH  DAY  

For the jan/san    

industry, greening 

goes beyond facility 

cleaning.  It also  

encompasses energy 

efficiency, use of  

recycled products, 

microfiber cleaning 

materials and envi-

ronmentally sound 

chemicals.  Greening 

for the jan/san     

industry has become 

a complete package.  

ñItôs more compre-

hensive than people 

think,ò added Garcia.  

ñItôs not just about 

chemicals anymore.  

Itôs about proce-

dures and processes 

as much chemicals.ò 

April 22, 2010 marked 

the 40th   anniversary 

of Earth Day.  In 1970 

the purpose of the 

first Earth Day was to 

bring awareness to 

environmental issues. 

Today the event is 

more about recogni-

tion and celebration 

of what has been 

done and how far the 

event has come.  

While bringing people 

together around the 

world, the event also 

highlights the fact 

that ógreeningô is not 

a passing fad. Rather, 

it is becoming the 

standard practice for 

many industries.  

Green practices have 

been the focus of the 

jan/san industry for 

many years.  As the 

trends toward green 

cleaning and sus-

tainability grow, the 

industry as a whole 

has learned to adapt 

and to lead the way.  

ñôGreen cleaningô is 

not just a catch 

phrase or a popular 

idea anymore,ò said 

Steve Garcia, vice 

president of SMI   

Facility Services. 

ñItôs becoming an  

industry standard.  

Customers are more 

aware and their 

choices reflect that.ò 
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OUR  M ISSION  

Partner with our clients,     

suppliers and associates in 

providing the finest services 

available.  

To exceed honesty in every  

aspect of our business and to 

maintain the integrity we have 

earned in our community.  

To ensure that our employees 

are well cared for and that 

they also will share the bene-

fits of their hard work.  

To stay current with new    

technologies and methods in 

our industry.  



GREEN  CLEANING  & 40 Y EARS ... (continued from page 1)  

GREEN  MAKEOVER :  T IPS  FOR  YOUR  HOME  

takes a commitment 

from everyone in a 

facility to support the 

program and do what 

they can to make it a 

success at the start.  

To ensure a successful 

program, experts rec-

ommend having a 

committee that relays 

information to the fa-

cility staff.  Make par-

ticipation fun, adding 

creative incentives.  

The most important 

piece of a successful 

plan:  communication!  

For more information 

on SMIôs services, 

please contact us at 

888 -5130.  

SMI & G REENING  

ñWe view green clean-

ing as a partnership 

between our company 

and our clientôs,ò said 

Garcia.  ñEveryone has 

a different idea of what 

they want, what will 

work for them. You 

really canôt approach 

this from a óone size 

fits allô attitude.ò 

Garcia adds that a 

good way to start the 

process is to think 

about what your com-

pany wants and can 

handle.  Itôs also a 

good idea to start 

small, implementing 

one or two things first. 

Then, as the program 

develops, it can be 

changed and more  

services can be added.  

ñMost companies start 

with basics, such as 

using recycled paper 

products in the rest-

rooms and cleaning 

with green products,ò 

stated Garcia.  ñAfter a 

few months, they add 

recycling services and 

energy management 

to the program.ò 

The most important 

step in considering a 

comprehensive green 

program is to under-

stand that it doesnôt 

happen overnight.  It 

Plant a garden with 

vegetables and fruits  

Use homemade clean-

ing products instead of 

store bought ones  

Start a compost area 

in your backyard, mix-

ing food scrapes with 

yard waste  

Ready to give green a try 

in your home but not sure 

where to begin? You donôt 

need to install solar pan-

els and become 100% 

green overnight.  The best 

plans start simple and 

grow.  Some tips to start:  

Start recycling bottles, 

newspapers and boxes  

Bring reusable grocery 

bags with you to do 

your shopping  

Buy a battery charger & 

rechargeable batteries  

Switch to recycled 

brand products such as 

paper products  

Turn off lights in empty 

rooms; turn off unused 

appliances to save on 

electricity usage  

Install a programmable 

thermostat; program to 

lower settings when the 

house is empty  

Run the dishwasher and 

washing machine when 

full only  

SMI S TAFF  N EWS  
 
Gloria Sanchez, Asst. to 

the Vice President of 

Operations, became a 

grandmother on April 

24.  Her daughter Evelyn 

gave birth to her first 

child, Luis, who weighed 

in at 7 lbs. 13 oz.  

 

In more baby news, 

Ericka Montanez, HR, 

gave birth to her third 

child on Tuesday, May 4.  

Delilah was born at 

7:30pm and was 8.5 lbs.  

 

Congratulations to both 

of our employees!!  

We wish you happiness 

with your bundles of joy!  


